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Avila Medal To Guest Speaker 




Sr. Olive Louise, college president, presented the Avila medal to Dr. 
Blanche Dow, guest of honor and speaker for Avila Day, October 15, while 
Barbara Nickel, Student Government president looked on. Dr. Dow is 
president of the American Association of University Women and is active 
in the International Federation of University Women. Professional 
articles and a book, The Varying Attitude Toward Women in French 
Literature of the Fifteenth Century, are examples of Dr. Dow’s scholar- 
ship. Her warm personality, humor, and Christian values highlighted 
her talk to students and faculty. 



“The Sino-Soviet Split” will in- 
troduce the first of a series of 
International Relations Club dis- 
cussions, beginning November 3, 
at 1:30 in 203-204. 

“Will Khrushchev’s elimination 
from USSR leadership affect Rus- 
sia’s relations with the Chinese 
People’s Republic?” “Will new 
Russian leadership widen the re- 
ported rift or close it?” “Is the 
split merely temporary, lying dor- 
mant like a sleeping dragon?” 
These and other questions connect 
local IRC activities with the Na- 
tional theme, “USSR-China Al- 
liance or ? ” 

With this series, Avila students 
join eighteen thousand student 
members on six-hundred college 
campuses in the United States, 
Canada, and Puerto Rico in the 
national theme. 

Sister Dolorita Marie, one of 
the two faculty advisors on the 
executive board of the private, 
non-profit Association of Interna- 
tional Relations Clubs, moderates 
the Avila campus group in addition 
to her national duties. 

ACTI V ITI ES C A LEN DA R 
NOVEMBER 

(Student Council meets 
every Tuesday) 

(i, 7 Rockhurst Fall Weekend 
i) 1:30 Father Lovett from 
PAVLA The Living College - 
Faculty - All Student Assem- 
bly 

10 1:30-Club Meetings: SNEA, 
Nursing; Freshman Orienta- 
tion “Grades Etc.” 

1 1 1:30 Open House for St. Teresa 
Academy Seniors 

12 1:30-2:20 French Club Meeting 
10 Faculty Meeting; Avila Stu- 
dent Government Association 
Meeting 

17 1:30-Club Meetings: Drama, 
Sociology; Freshman Orienta- 
tion “Preparation for Exam- 
inations” 

18 10:30-1:30 Senior Class Bake 
Sale 

10 Rockhurst Fall Concert 
21 0:00-12:00 p.m, Student Council 
Fall Dance, Avila Assembly 
Hall 

23 Assembly, History Depart- 
ment: Sister Dolorita Marie, 
C.S.J. 

24 Classes dismissed at noon for 
Thanksgiving holiday 

27, 28, 20 Children’s Play 
30 Classes resume; 1:30 Meet- 
ings: The Living College 



Future Teachers 
Hold Helpful-Hints 
Panel Discussions 

Two panel discussions on teach- 
ing were sponsored October 28, by 
the Student National Education 
Association, starting at 7:30 p.m. 
in 203-204. 

Sr. Mary Loretta Roeckers, 
moderated the first panel discus- 
sion, “Beginning the Year.” Panel 
members were students: Sara Dix- 
on, Sr. Marilyn Smolinski, Warren 
Isaac, Chris Zondea, and William 
Fox. 

The second panel, “Interpersonal 
Relationships: A Problem of 
Enough Time,” was moderated by 
Carlene Aborn. Members were 
Cynthia Major, Rose Mary Calo- 
vich, Craig Hall, Sr. Mary Cabrini, 
and Nancy Stovall. 

Mr. Thomas Taff, chairman of 
the department of Education and 
Psychology, expressed hope that 
the discussions would be an aid to 
students in their practice teaching, 
and future careers in the teaching 
profession. 



Avila NF Reps 
At Area College 
Week-End Meet 

After a successful week-end 
regional meeting, ten Avilans re- 
turned to classes today and re- 
ported to the student body at 
Assembly on the progress of the 
National Federation of Catholic 
College Students. 

The NF meeting took place at 
Marymount College, Salina, Kan- 
sas. Ollie Barber, National Presi- 
dent and student at Bellarmine 
College, Louisville, Ky., gave the 
keynote address. 

Judy Schuepbach, senior dele- 
gate, and Ann Linton, junior dele- 
gate participated in workshops, as 
well as formal discussions of stu- 
dent concerns. June Wegener, re- 
ligious affairs secretary; Marcia 
O’Neill, student affairs secretary; 
Sandie Schroer, inter-national af- 
fairs secretary, took active roles in 
the regional meeting. 

This NF region includes St. 
Benedict’s and Mount St. Scholas- 
tica colleges in Atchison, Kans.; 
St. Mary’s college, Xavier, Kans.; 
Marymount college, Salina, Kans.; 
Fontbonne college, St. Louis, Mo.; 
Sacred Heart college, Wichita, 
Ivans.; and Avila college, Kansas 
City. 



Our Lady's Juggler 
To Play for Children 

Sr. M. Felice Helmes, CSJ, of 
Avila’s D r a m a department, an- 
nounces the Seventeenth annual 
Children’s Play Festival to be held 
Thanksgiving weekend, November 
27, 28, and 21) in three local parish 
halls. The plays have been high- 
lights of the year for local children, 
and children-now-grown-up for sev- 
enteen years. 

Our Lady’s Juggler, a story dat- 
ing from the M i d d 1 e Ages, is 
portrayed in a drama completed 
last summer by Sr. Marcella Marie 
Holloway, CSJ, formerly of Avila’s 
English department and now at 
Fontbonne college, St. Louis. 

Seven original songs were writ- 
ten by Sr. John Joseph, CSJ, of 
Fontbonne’s Music department. 

Local Performances 

St. Elizabeth Parish Hall, 14 W. 
75 St., will be the scene of two 
performances, at 10:30 a.m. and 
2:30 p.m. on Friday, November 27. 
Admission will be 0 O 5 :. 

Redemptorist Parish Hall, 221 W. 
Linwood Blvd., has the same time 
schedule, 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m., 
for their Saturday, November 28, 
performances. 

Sunday, November 29, Visitation 
parish, 5134 Baltimore, will host 
the cast and a lively audience of 
children for one performance, a 
2:30 p.m. matinee. 



Approximately 200 children will 
attend each performance. Audience 
participation is encouraged by 
closeness of the cast to the chil- 
dren. The children in past years 
have gone home still singing songs 
from the plays and acting out 
roles of principal characters for 
their awaiting parents. 



Cast Members 



Cast members are: Cathy Mc- 
Cormack, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. 
George McCormack of Medford, 
Mass., as the Juggler; Pat Royse, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Weldon 
Royse of Stilwell, Kans., as the 
Donkey; Margie Martin, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Harold L. Martin 
of Leawood, Kans., as Technical 
Director. Margie’s technical direc- 
ting is part of her requirements 
for a Drama major. 



(Continued Page 6 , Column 1) 
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JEAN IE HON’D 



Ptatj and Wvik 

Conception Retreat House, Con- 
ception, Mo., was our destination 
Thursday, October 15, right after 
the College Day activities. Four- 
teen of us, with Sr. Olive Louise’s 
and Dr. Dow’s words and the ex- 
uberant college songs still in our 
ears, arrived at the long, low guest 
houses not far from the Abbey 
basilica and seminary buildings. 

Retreat director, Fr. Joseph, 
OSB, briefed us on the schedule of 
conferences, opportunities for pri- 
vate meditation, and the Benedic- 
tine motto to treat each guest as 
Christ. 

We had the retreat master that 
we requested, Fr. Roderick, OSB. 
We heard from other retreatants 
of his relaxed, informal way with 
young people. We proceeded short- 
ly into conferences (actually round- 
table discussions). 

Unity through Christ seemed the 
keynote of the retreat, whether we 
were in the diningroom receiving 
Benedictine hospitality from the 
seminarians who served, partici- 
pating at Mass, or hearing the 
priests and seminarians chant the 
psalms of David at hours spaced 
throughout the day and night. 

For the first time, I received the 
sacrament of Penance with my fel- 
low students. For the first time, 
I stood within a few feet of the 
altar table. We each placed un- 
blessed bread in the chalice, then 
in communion received the conse- 
crated Christ. 

The retreat was an eye-opener. 
Perhaps I “see through a glass, 
darkly”, but I do see. And I see 
a little more clearly after thinking, 
praying, and then coming back to 
active college life. 



Editor 

“Behind the masque, there is a 
face.” Jeanie Bond’s is a face not 
many people are really aware of. 
She can brush her blond hair over 
it, put on specs, and give a comic 
rendition of a junior student on 
Avila Day. Or, she can look in- 
tently at you and show an unusual 
awareness of life. 

Jeanie is not only a blithe and 
witty spirit. Your editor of the 
Avila Collegian has a fine, ad- 
venturous, and sensitive mind that 
reaches imaginatively to the great 
arts: drama, music, art, and litera- 
ture. Choice of an English major 
gives a clue to her real identity. 

A “reliable source” (i.e. faculty 
member) said, “An English major 
necessarily must constantly be in 
search of truth and real value. 
How else would there be any re- 
sulting understanding? And with 
an understanding, there must be 
a fine sensitivity and appreciation." 

What instigates our editor in her 
search for truth and value? An 
awareness. Jeanie Bond is aware 
of the things that count, and she 
brings this awareness of hers to 
you as your editor. 

Rosemary Barnard 

AVILA ANNIE 

The Foundation for Evolutionary 
Observances began a case history 
on Avila Annie, senior Adaptive 
Class-Cutting major. Her photo 
follows. 




“Avy’s” fame forces her to share 
her diary' notes on college life.” 
“October 2(i: The ‘Older Stu- 
dents’ formed a posse when I 
suggested the ‘Crutches and Cradle 
Club’ as an alternate name. After 
‘squaring’ the second floor four 
times, I lost the ‘OS’s’ in the 201- 
101 canyon.” 



Editorial 

I feel certain that the faculty 
would be the first to admit that 
Avila, as an educational institution, 
has certain responsibilities to its 
students. However, there are two 
sides to this coin; what the stu- 
dents do not seem to realize is that 
they have responsibilities to Avila. 
I do not intend to make this letter 
a personal complaint; I think that 
what I have to say is in the mind 
of every girl at Avila, whether 
consciously or not. And if it is 
not, then she does not belong out 
here. 

Avila is a good school. It is still 
in a stage of formation - there is 
potential excellence for future 
years. The thing to remember is 
that it is a good college. Obviously, 
there are bound to be things, per- 
haps even instructors, that we may 
not like. But then, is any society 
ever perfect. 

There have been far too many 
derrogatory remarks directed to- 
ward Avila; everyone knows this, 
but no one seems to know why. If 
enough students had enough faith 
in the school - as purely an in- 
stitute of learning - Avila could 
survive all the talk. But without 
the students’ co-operation, the 
school becomes nothing but a vic- 
tim of vicious, slanderous remarks. 

The point I am trying to em- 
phasize is that Avila has done 
nothing to deserve criticism - least 



JOINS STAFF 

“October 27: ‘OS’s’ uncommuni- 
cative again, expressed hostility 
because I had filled candy bar 
machines with sardine tins. Locked 
me on second floor porch, chanted 
‘From Here to Eternity’. 

“Library helper freed me, col- 
lected overdue fines. 

“No classes in afternoon while 
six police detonation experts 
checked my bomb-in-locker phone 
call. None of them agreed to take 
me to the fall dance. Maybe I can 
still get a blind date from Pebble- 
hurst. 

“October 28: Freshmen locked 
me on porch, disturbed by parking 
meters I installed. Sophs freed me, 
sentenced me to term in journalism 
room. 

“Since Avila’s cartoonist, Venus 
de Milo, and reporters, Argus and 
Mrs. Malaprop, were late with 
copy, I read with interest the 
anonymously-written satire sheets 
circulated in the lounge the last 
few weeks. I was delighted when 
the Editor’s picture was slipped 
under the door of the boiler (oops), 



THE STAFF 

THE AVILA COLLEGIAN 
Published Quarterly by the 
Students of Avila College 

Editor Jeanie Bond 

Associate Rosemary Barnard 

Business Manager Mary Ellen Barnard 
Staff Laura Burnett, Bee 

Flentie, Mary Ann Gray, Lila Jones, 
Ann Linton, Linda Moser, Judy 
Schuepbach, Kathy Walker 
Moderator Mrs. Regina Howard 



of all from her own students. If 
outsiders speak unfavorably of 
Avila, we may sit by passively or, 
even worse, we may sling a little 
mud at it ourselves. We may not 
even attempt to answer questions 
or clear up misconceptions. 

If you yourself are not convinced 
of Avila’s capabilities, if you will 
not even bother to look for one 
small quality that makes Avila 
worth while - then get out now, 
before those who love Avila begin 
to hate you. 




journalism room. Maybe next time 
she’ll come in and try out the 
typewriter.” 

“October 29: I travelled incog- 
nito, dressed as faculty briefcase. 
I observed an earnest, willowy 
freshman coaxing an earnest, 
spritely faculty member into the 
Biology Lab to see freshman’s pig, 
while facutly member was coaxing 
same freshman into volunteering 
help at the Catholic Reporter.” 

“Downstairs, near the bookstore, 
a Rhetoric and Composition stu- 
dent looked at her new copy of the 
Iliad and sighed, ‘At least I don’t 
have to read the Latin!”’ 

“October 30: I finished the week 
trick-or-treating faculty offices, 
soaping my silhouette on class- 
room windows, spreading honey on 
car seats, and winning the pump- 
kin contest at the Hen House.” 

“Gloriously, 

Avila Annie.” 




November, 1964 



The Avila Collegian 



Page 3 



and IRewewd 



Presidential Poll: Johnson vs. Goldwater 

All Avila collegians, both voters, and students close to 
voting age, were asked to name their personal choices in the 
presidential campaign. Specific reasons for their selection 
were to be cited. Students could either give their own names 
or remain anonymous. Most persons gave their names. Two 
students mentioned that they are casting out-of-state votes for 
the first time, in a state which allows voting at age eighteen. 

Quotations below were selected partly in the interest of 
serious national concerns, partly to increase conversations in 
the student lounge, and partly for entertainment. 

People on opposing political sides will find wisdom in 
views similar to theirs and humor in views of that other side. 



Goldwater. Reasons: “He’s Repub- 
lican. Johnson’s corruption has 
turned me against him.” Unsigned. 



Barry Goldwater. Reason: “Be- 
cause he stands for the “America” 
as America should be — the princi- 
ples and convictions of the Greatest 
Society and Country of the earth.” 
Unsigned. 



Lyndon Johnson. Reason: “His 

skillful handling of the Tonkin Bay 
Crisis, his policies on social se- 
curity and care for the aged.” 
Unsigned. 



Lyndon B. Johnson. Reasons: “I 
agree with his stand on budget 
allotments for the NFI commission. 
I also agree with the Democratic 
party’s policy on labor-manage- 
ment relations in reference to 
FLCB and its associate organiza- 
tions.” Mary Ellen Barnard. 



President Johnson. Reasons: “John- 
son seems to be of better caliber 
than Goldwater, yet, to me, he still 
is not of presidential timber. 
Johnson’s fight to attain racial 
equality will do much to elevate 
our name in foreign nations.” 
Mary Ann Gray. 



Democratic Ticket. Reason: “The 
candidate of the opposition party 
would roll back thirty years of 
economic, social, and diplomatic 
progress and endanger the future 
of this country and the world.” 
Unsigned. 



Johnson. Reasons: “I think that 
since Johnson has been in office he 
has shown he can get things done, 
like the settlement of the rail 
strike. Goldwater, on the other 
hand, has shown consistency — 
consistency in voting against pro- 
gressive measures, such as the 
Civil Rights Act.” Pat Daniels. 



Lyndon B. Johnson. Reasons: “His 
dealings in international politics 
are sane and wise. His war on 



poverty is of great need to our 
country.” Carol Bragdon. 



Barry Goldwater. Reason: “Be- 
cause he had the courage to vote 
against the Civil Rights Bill; he 
knew that it was unconstitutional. 
Also, the United States is in a 
period of decline and we need a 
president with the initiative to 
stand up for his beliefs." Bettye 
Cobb. 



L. B. Johnson. Reason: “Because 
he is the lesser of two evils. He 
is rather wishy-washy but at least 
he knows what caution means. I 
consider Goldwater a bomb-crazy 
socialist. He is true to his con- 
victions but they mean the down- 
fall of America.” K. Slickman. 



Barry Goldwater (theoretically). 
Reason: “In theory, Goldwater is 
right: 1. in his distinction between 
democracy and a constitutional re- 
public and his zeal to preserve the 
latter, upon which our country was 
originally founded; 2. in his desire 
to restore personal integrity and 
responsibility to the individual 
rather than higher civil authorities. 
I do not, however, think that his 
main ideas and many others based 
on them could be put into effective 
practice now because of the dis- 
position (or lack of it) of the 
general public.” Betty Gorman. 



L.B.J. Reason: “I agree with his 
domestic and foreign policies. He 
has a strong, stable personality. I 
am satisfied with his record since 
President Kennedy’s death.” June 
Wegener. 



Lyndon B. Johnson. Reason: “I 
would have voted for Kennedy and 
since he stands for some of Ken- 
nedy’s ideas, I will vote for him." 
Beverly Jean Robinson. 



Johnson. Reason: 1. After almost 
a year, he has proved he can handle 
the job. Some of the political 
commentatoi-s of the day (Hughes, 



On Poetry 

Rosemary Barnard 

Richard Murphy, Irish impres- 
sionistic poet, who was commis- 
sioned recently by the Sunday 
Times of London to write a long 
poem, “The God Who Cuts Corn,” 
(published later this month) read 
several selections of his poetical 
works to an appreciative audience, 
October 21), at the Jewish Com- 
munity Center. 

An island dweller, who spent 
many of his summers fishing on 
the west coast of Ireland, Mr. 
Murphy projected much of the 
imagery and description gleaned 
from his surroundings, into the 
works that he presented. 

“The Poet on the Island” and 
“Drowning of a Novice,” were rich 
in images evoked by an understand- 
ing of the sea — its tempests, its 
calms. 

“Girl at the Seaside,” reminis- 
cent of the inner conflict and tur- 
moil in the estimation of real value 
that was so much a part of the 19th 
century Victorianism, was pointed 
out to the audience to be a very 
real and powerful characteristic of 
our own age. 

The girl at the seaside was on 
the brink of desparation, resulting 
from a realization of the existence 
of an all-powerful materialism. At 
the conclusion of the poem, she 
foresees no alternative to her pre- 
dicament hut suicide. 

In all of his presentation, Mr. 
Murphy gave his audience no 
answers. More important, he gave 
us the questions. 



Lippman) and magazines (Life, 
Newsweek, Time) have endorsed 
him.” Edith Messina. 



L. B. Johnson. Reason: “I think it 
will better to stagnate with LBJ 
than be blown to bits with that 
fanatic Goldwater!” J.T.H. 



Lyndon Johnson. Reason: “I don’t 
believe Goldwater would extend 
the proper American image or aid 
to foreign countries. He especially 
presents a bad impression of a 
Christian, Democratic nation by 
his stand on Civil Rights. I would 
prefer a more forceful person than 
Johnson but since the choice is 
between the two, I believe the 
Democratic policies are best for 
our nation, especially in interna- 
tional affairs.” M. Jeanne Harris. 



Barry Goldwater. Reason: “I think 
the Republican party is based on 
sounder principles which would 
lead our country to greater pros- 
perity.” Fran Zipf. 



Man Bites Dog Series 

by Kathy Walker 

Lassie, of course, is the Loretta 
Young of dogdorn, good and kind 
always. Even irate Maude Lester, 
who slams her umbrella on the 
table and jabs it under the noses 
of the two young rangers, Corey 
and Hank, is discovered by Lassie 
as really being a chestnut inside 
a prickly burr. 

Mrs. Lester may bark loudly with 
her demands to remove the beavers 
that have dammed up a stream on 
her property, but she really has 
no bite and no one is fooled. Even 
Corey and Hank never fail to show 
her their understanding and pa- 
tience, true to their definitions of 
good guys. The characters are as 
obvious then as the big cut-out 
letters of a children’s cardboard 
alphabet. 

Their actions, too, are burlesque 
and over-drawn. Maude Lester 
swings her umbrella with the bold 
actions of a pantomimist and has 
a devotion to a car that is so old 
it might be expected in a museum. 
But even a children’s story needs 
conflict to be interesting enough 
to watch. And this story has a 
conflict that is simple and a bit 
unique. 

There are no villians, it seems; 
no big, bad wolves — only beavers, 
and they are neither big nor bad. 
Building dams is doing what comes 
naturally to them. They just hap- 
pened to insist on building dams 
across the stream that runs through 
Maude Lester’s property. Maude 
Lester is determined to shoot them 
if she must, to fill the stream 
again. But that is because she 
does not understand beavers, not 
because she is mean. 

Lassie realizes that most people 
are good at heart. Beavers are 
just stupid, not inconsiderate. And 
both are victims of circumstances. 

If circumstances changed, Maude 
Lester and the beavers would be 
friends, Lassie is sure. So Lassie 
changes circumstances. She shows 
the beavers where to build their 
dam so they won’t block Maude 
Lester’s stream. Such a simple 
solution, apparently escaped the 
complex reasoning of humans. Las- 
sie is again the star. 

The TV viewer rubs the sleep 
from his eyes and grunts, “What’s 
on now?” Lassie barks and dis- 
appears, but she has taught some- 
thing. She has taught that there 
are some things in life for which 
no one is to blame, but she has 
failed to mention that most of the 
time people have to bear up be- 
cause there isn’t a high I.Q. dog 
to change circumstances for them. 

I’d rate the stoi-y as fine for a 
high I.Q. dog who watches TV, 
fine for a low I.Q. adult, fine for 
pre-teen children, but perfectly 
terrible for a high I.Q. critic. 
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Talk about true loyalty . . . last 
week, I slept with my Avila Col- 
lege sweatshirt on. This was due 
to the fact that I had neglected to 
take it off before setting my hair; 
when I had finished, I found I 
couldn’t remove it. Not that I 
mind sleeping in my Avila College 
sweatshirt - or any other sweat- 
shirt, for that matter - but did 
you ever notice how the insides of 
those things shed ? By morning, 
my bed looked as though it were 
Pierre’s Poodle-Clipping Parlor; 
and somebody’s poodle really got 
the works. 

The purpose of that whole para- 
graph was to introduce you to one 
of my bad habits: Stupidity. Not 
only stupidity, but stupidity 
through a complete collapse of the 
memory system. I mean, I’m like 
one, big, live Contemporary Card 
. . , you know, the ones that say 
something like “You didn’t think 
I’d remember, did you ? Well, I 
did!” Then you open it up and 
it says, “Happy Whachamacallit.” 
Someone can tell me something; 
within a matter of minutes, I can 
either forget what they said, or 
remember what they said and for- 
get who told me. A beautiful, 
illustrative example of this type 
of thing occurred just today. I 
was looking for my lunch (which 
was not unusual, I leave it all over 
the place). Eventually, I found it, 
and then do you know what I did ? 
With my lunch in my hand, I went 
to my locker to see if, perchance, 
it was there . . . even I find this 
hard to believe. 

Of course, much of my prob- 
lem could stem from the fact 
that I’m preoccupied with other 
thoughts. For instance, take the 
time I was reading Gone With The 
Wind and stepped into the bath 
tub with my socks on. But I suf- 
fered the consequences. Have you 
ever tried to peel wet bobby socks 
off . . . ? Then there was the time 
that I put my purse on top of the 
car while I placed my nephew on 
the seat. Thank heavens for Bar- 
bara Nickle, who spotted me before 
I got out of the school parking lot - 
with my purse still on top of the 
car. However, this incident is mild 
compared to the time at work, 
when the telephone rang. Now, 
telephones scare me anyway. I’m 
always afraid that it’s Personnel 
telling me I’m fired. But, this 
particular call was for a saleslady; 
so I picked up the microphone, and 
after I said “Miss,” I drew a 
complete blank. I couldn’t remem- 
ber who the saleslady was, so I 
did the only thing I could: I paged 



Bond 

myself. That way, I wouldn’t call 
anyone back to the desk unneces- 
sarily. Then, I asked the woman 
on the phone who she wanted; but 
by this time, she had hung up . . . 

In addition to this definite prob- 
lem of mine, I have the misfortune 
of desiring to do insane things, 
like tap dance down the tunnel. 
Not only do I like to do it, I like to 
say it. The phrase has a certain 
alliterative ring to it; so does the 
tunnel, when I tap dance through 
it, although I’m not sure whether 
you should say it has an alliterative 
ring ... I seem to have forgotten 
the meaning of the word “allitera- 
tive." 

Another of my strange fascina- 
tions is the drums. This summer, 

I had the opportunity to “beat” 
upon a set; I experience total 
ecstasy at the mere mention of the 
word “drums.” I’m just sort of 
sitting around waiting to be dis- 
covered by some vocal group that 
needs a girl drummer. I don’t 
think that Sister Mary Antone be- 
lieved me when I wrote in my 
questionnaire that I played the 
drums. In fact, I bet she thinks 
I’m totally unstable. But then, 
she’s never heard me play. 

Awhile ago, I mentioned some- 
thing about contemporary cards, 
which reminds me of the funniest 
one I’ve ever seen. It’s a birthday 
card, the kind with several pages 
which flip over. The first picture 
shows a teensy man and a mons- 
trous elephant. The elephant says 
that he is the Birthday Elephant, 
and that every year he does a 
Birthday Dance in the front yard 
of someone who’s having a birth- 
day. The page flips over; and 
there, in all his glory, dances the 
Birthday Elephant. His whole body 
is completely motionless, but his 
four feet are going like sixty. And 
underneath his feet are written 
words like “Stompitty-Stomp,” and 
“Tippity-Tap.” I didn’t even 
finish reading the card. By this 
time, just the image of that ele- 
phant had me laughing so hard 
that a woman came over to read 
the card over my shoulder. After 
one look, she walked back to her 
companion. A few seconds later, 
I saw both ladies talking to the 
manager; figuring that any minute 
they were going to ask me to leave, 
I replaced the card and left. Since 
I haven’t had the nerve to go back 
into the shop again, I sincerely 
hope that someone will send me 
the card for my birthday - so I can 
enjoy it in the privacy of niy home. 

Surprisingly enough, I seem to 
be running out of stupid things 



that I do; either that, or I’ve for- 
gotten them, which is pretty stupid. 
When I told my brother-in-law 
what the subject of my column was, 
he said that he imagined it would 
take several pads of typing paper 
to get it all down. My brother-in- 
law’s odd that way; he thinks 
every word that falls out of his 
mouth is hysterically funny. Be- 
sides, he couldn’t even think of 
anything I had done lately that 
was stupid. I could ask my mother, 
but she’d probably start crying, 
and we just had our carpets 
cleaned; I could ask my sister, but 
she’s mad at me because I was 
caught trying to teach my neice to 
spit out of the corner of her mouth 
. . . she almost had it, too. The 
people at work are pretty well 
used to me now - they don’t wonder 
who threw the pin cushion so that 
it landed on top of the lights. Be- 
sides, when you stop and think 
about it, there are probably millions 
of people running around that are 
worse off than I am. At least I 
don’t usually incriminate myself 
with words. I mean, seldom have 
1 been caught talking about some- 
one and then turn around to find 
them standing there. However - , I 



“Where there is hatred, 
let me sow love.” 

Avila Mission Club 
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is your store. 

Everything for the 
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have found that 1 can say some- 
thing and have someone say exactly 
the same thing right after me - 
word for word. This peculiarity 
has begun to bother me; when I 
can call the types of test questions 
and the order in which they will 
appear - well, you know some- 
thing’s wrong. Some people find 
this type of thing kind of creepy: 
I like to think that I’m gifted. 

Upon re-reading this whole thing, 
I have found that I have left only 
one thing out: Unity. There isn’t 
a bit of it in the article; I started 
out with wearing a sweatshirt to 
bod and wound up with a discussion 
of my abilities as an ESI’ artist. 
Subtly, though quite clearly, this 
brings me to my latest act of stu- 
pidity - that of thinking I could 
ever write an article about how 
stupid I really am. 
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An American In Europe 



by Mrs. Bernadette Flentie 
(senior History major) 

Students in Europe, especially 
Germany, asked my daughter, 
Mary Lynn, and me many questions 
about American political cam- 
paigns, our elections, our electoral 
college, current events in Civil 
Rights, and our student life. 

We were a mother-daughter 
team traveling with a People-to- 
I’eople group to seven European 
nations. Mary Lynn was a student 
ambassador to Germany and stayed 
with families in Berlin and Ham- 
burg. I travelled to Amsterdam, 
London, and Berlin. The high point 
for both of us was Berlin. 

West Berlin 

My first glimpse of Berlin was 
from a chartered People-to-People 
bus which approached via the 
Autobahn. The official visit of 
President Kennedy, and Robert 
Kennedy’s visit came to mind. I 
wondered how the people’s morale 
was influenced by our country’s 
policies. I expected a unique group 
of people. I was not disappointed. 

A city official told us in his 
welcoming remarks: “All of the 
cowards left long ago.” He said 
his people combined industry, am- 
bition, gaiety, humor, and cynicism. 

I watched especially for the humor. 

I was amazed to hear them call 
their very modern German opera 
building “Sing-Sing” because its 
facade is so plain and bleak. Their 
beloved Congress Hall has the 
record for the most nicknames: 
“pregnant oyster,” the “concrete 
oyster,” the “roller coaster,” the 
orange peeling,” and “U n c 1 e 
Sam’s top hat.” 

A very modern bronze statue- 
lady, reclining in front of the 
Academy of Fine Arts, was nick- 
named the “sea cucumber.” A 
beautiful statue of an undressed 
man, in a walking position with 
a right arm extended, high on a 
pedestal near the Heerstrasse is 
called “the last taxpayer leaves 
Berlin.” On the front of a large 
modern apartment building are 
four relief figures, very modern in 
design with just one hand and arm. 
The palms are opened to all visi- 
tors. The figures are called the 
“tax-collectors.” 

That was West Berlin. 

East Berlin 

We also visited East Berlin. 

At ’’Check-point Charlie” I was 
asked to go into a small room to 
be searched. I thought that maybe 
1 would end up behind the Iron 
Curtain and create a big problem 
for everybody. I could visualize a 
Bulletin Board poster announcing 
a panel discussion on the “Plight 
of Bea Flentie.” 



The East German girl in a smart, 
well-fitting uniform, asked me to 
empty my purse. It was loaded 
with “treasure.” She wanted to 
see everything, even my dentist’s 
bill. She was surprised that I 
had no money in my billfold, just 
pictures and identification. 

She took my map of Berlin. It 
had a narrow line showing the 
Wall. She said that we definitely 
could not have maps which showed 
the Wall represented by a wide line, 
but she took my map anyway. 

I’m not sure whether I looked 
suspicious, or they just checked 
every hundredth person. I had been 
slow in counting a few Belgian 
francs. 

She said I had to register with 
the American Army as I entered 
the Russian sector. She said that 
if I did not obey the rules and was 
held, there was nothing my gov- 
ernment could do for me. She said 
I could not take pictures of military 
objects. She said to notify the 
American A r m y when I was 
leaving. I was relieved. What- 
ever the test was, I passed, at 
least with an “F” plus. I entered 
East Berlin. 

After that experience, I was not 
surprised to see East Germans 
speak only briefly with myself and 
members of our group. When we 
asked directions, they were polite, 
but brief. 

I could not describe the Wall. 
The deaths of many refugees made 
it an ugly symbol of separation. 

Independence Day 

When we returned to West Ber- 
lin, there was an Independence 
Day, Fourth of July party at one 
of the student centers. There were 
three hundred and fifty students 
from almost every country of the 
world. It was a panorama of 
absorbingly beautiful languages, 
colorful national costumes, and 
harmonious complexions. 

A tall, tan, handsome student 
from Damascus reminded me that 
he was from one of the oldest 
cities of the world, and I was 
from one of the newest. He spoke 
good English. He asked about 
our schools, our government, our 
people, Civil Rights legislation, 
the life of a college student. I 
asked him of his people’s history. 
Respect for people of Biblical tra- 
ditions drew me to the past. 

When I look back to that meet- 
ing, I think also of the present 
history throughout the world, of 
freedom and lack of it, of plenty, 
and lack of it, and especially of 
the people that are watching with 
interest our national and interna- 
tional decisions and thinking of 
the eventual effects of our decisions 
upon them.” 
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Our Lady's Juggler 

(Continued from Pane 1) 

Sister Felice is Artistic Director. 
Sister Mary An tone is Music Di- 
rector. Settings were designed by 
Sister Joan Louise. Art students 
who assisted her are Marcia O’Neill 
and Carol Bragdon. 

Roberta Rose, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Stanley Rose, Prairie 
Village, Kails., will play the Ve- 
getable Lady; while Sharon Callo- 
way, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Calloway, Kansas City, will 
portray the Balloon Man. 

Andrea Richter, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. George Richter, Thornton, 
Colo., has the role of the Fortune 
Teller; while Rebecca Tobin, daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Tobin, 
Lenexa, Ivans., is cast as Piccolo. 

Michelle Klo.se, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Walter Klose, will play 
Marie. 

Theresa Morris, senior, and 
her younger sister, Melissa, a stu- 
dent at St. Louis grade school, 
have roles in Our Lady’s Juggler. 
Daughters of Mr. Patrick Morris, 
Theresa portrays Scribleus, while 
Melissa has the role of Suzeltc. 

Besides Melissa, three other St. 
Louis grade school children will 
appear in the play. Debbie Cowan, 
Hugh Cowan, and Beverly Cowan, 
children of Mr. and Mrs. Don 
Cowan, will have roles. 

Lecture and Slides 
Show Pueblo Culture 

Mr. Thomas Webster, chairman 
of the department of Social Sci- 
ences, lee tured and presented 
slides showing Pueblo Indian cul- 
ture, past and present, at the 
October 12, Student-Faculty as- 
sembly. 

Mr. Webster received a grant 
for the study of Indian culture last 
summer at the University of Colo- 
rado in Boulder, Colo. His research 
centered on the Anasazi culture of 
the Pueblo Indians in the four- 
corners country where Colorado, 
Utah, Arizona, and New Mexico 
meet. 

Mr. Webster lectured with con- 
fidence built on first hand experi- 
ence and research. “The Pueblo 
lives much the same life as his 
forefathers centuries ago, but with 
one important exception; he is no 
longer free to roam. He lives in a 
government-restricted ‘ghetto’. He 
is faced with a shortage of educa- 
tional opportunities, medical facili- 
ties, and opportunities for a livli- 
hood.” 



Students in Nursing 
Meet Former Patients 
From New Voice Club 

Learning to speak again after 
surgical removal of the voice box, 
or larynx, was the subject of two 
former larngectomy patients who 
spoke to Nu Sigma Chi students in 
nursing, October 13. 

Both men are members of the 
New Voice Club, a rehabilitive unit 
which attempt to help all laryn- 
gectomy patients in the Kansas 
City area. Cancer of the larynx 
is the reason for a laryngectomy. 

New Way To Speak 

Citing William Gragan, the ac- 
tor, as an example of a successful 
laryngectomy patient, the gentle- 
men explained the difficult tech- 
nique of re-learning to speak. 
Practice and patience challenged 
one guest two years ago and the 
other guest five years ago. 

They explained the operation as 
surgical removal of the voice box, 
re-routing the trachea, or airway, 
where the larynx was previously 
located, to an opening on the out- 
side of the patient’s neck. They 
explained that this new opening 
onto the surface is called the 
“stoma”. 

They stated that the person must 
then inhale and exhale through his 
stoma and never talk again in the 
natural manner. 

The subsequent technique o f 
speaking is to draw air into the 
nasal passage and from there into 
the esophagus, where it is forced 
back into the mouth to formulate 
sounds scarcely distinguishable 
from the speech of persons who 
have not had this operation. 

Language Similarities 

Esophageal speech is a part of 
African languages. In the same 
way that the former laryngectomy 
patient forces air up his esophagus, 
persons of other nations form 
words with teeth, palate and 
tongue. But English-speaking peo- 
ple must learn this speech mechan- 
ism. 

The former patients explained 
that although the volume of sound 
is limited, the words are very 
distinct. 

According to the speakers, the 
rehabilitative process may take 
either a short or a long period of 
time, depending upon the patient’s 
acceptance or rejection of the 
challenge. 



Halide Fan 
Aida 9RC 

Sandra Schroer, IRC president; 
Patricia Daniels, vice president; 
and Lila Jones, secretary-treasurer 
reported a fun-provoking and fund- 
raising hayride, Friday, October 
23. Fund-raising results will sup- 
port IRC programs, such as parti- 
cipation at the Third Annual 
Christmas Seminar on Latin Amer- 
ican Affairs to be held in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, December 18-23. 

The theme of the meeting, which 
Sr. Dolorita Marie and some of 
the members plan to attend is 
“The Political Ideology of the 
Democratic Left in Latin America”. 

Challenges to Teachers 
In Middle East or K.C. 
Interest Ed. Students 

“Countdown for Tomorrow,” a 
record produced by John Furbey, 
educational director of Trans 
World Airlines, highlighted the 
Student National Education Asso- 
ciation meeting, October 13. Ruth 
Ann Smith, SNEA president, 
singled out a motto: “Those who 
dare to teach can never cease to 
learn.” It was inscribed in a 
Middle Eastern educational build- 
ing described in Furbey’s progress 
report on education in Africa, Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas. 

Judy Schuepbach described an 
elementary and secondary tutoring 
program jointly sponsored by the 
SNEA and the National Federation 
of Catholic College Students. Vol- 
unteers for this program are con- 
tacting Judy Schuepbach and will 
participate in an orientation pro- 
gram to be announced. 

F«tewck CCttb Uieiu» 
Uftwil! U. Fife 

Films of Laval University, Mon- 
treal, Canada, stimulated French 
club members’ interest at their 
October 27 meeting. 

Anne Triplett, club president, 
pointed out that almost every sum- 
mer since the late 1940’s, some 
French majors, with strong en- 
couragement from Sr. Rita Agnes, 
have attended the university, to 
further their knowledge of the 
French language. 

Mrs. Ursula Pfahl, club modera- 
tor, expressed welcome both to 
new and continuing members. 



Under Secretary of State 
Addresses Collegians 
On United Nations Day 

By Lucy Wilde, senior 

Under Secretary of State, George 
W. Ball, addressed a United Na- 
tions Day capacity dinner crowd, 
including five Avila faculty mem- 
bers and twenty Avila students, at 
Pierson Hall, University of Mis- 
souri at Kansas City, October 24. 

Mr. Ball stressed that “the U.N. 
is more than a place to let off 
steam, but rather it is a school of 
political responsibility that ‘turns 
demagogues into statesmen’.” 

The U.N., according to the speak- 
er, was originally “intended as an 
instrument for preserving world 
peace.” Conflicts among member 
nations, repetitions of “Niet,” have 
not succeeded in frustrating the 
U.N.’s usefulness, Mr. Ball stressed. 

“We must be eternally grateful” 
for how much good has been done. 
In its nineteen years of organiza- 
tion, it has had many endeavors 
and has succeeded in many of them, 
Mr. Ball reminded his audience. 

New Nations 

“One of the m o s t striking 
achievements of our time,” he said, 
is that “the transforming of half a 
hundred new states from depend- 
ence to sovereignty, has, for the 
most part, been accompanied by 
speeches rather than by shooting.” 
These new nations have not gone 
Communistic, mainly through the 
influence of the U.N. 

Mr. Ball stated that even though 
the U. N. has not succeeded in hold- 
ing the world together, it has, at 
least, succeeded in keeping nations 
apart. At least fourteen times, it 
has negotiated truces and re-estab- 
lished peace, after peace was 
broken. 

New Issue 

“An issue has now arisen which 
threatens to be a major constitu- 
tional crisis,” he said. “The Soviet 
Union is not willing to pay her 
assessment which was approved by 
the World Court. We must stand 
firmly behind the U.N., in face of 
their threat of withdrawal, for to 
do otherwise would result in ‘pro- 
gressive deterioration’ in the cause 
of world peace.” 

Ball concluded by saying that 
even though the U.N. is not per- 
fect, its organization is necessary 
for world peace. “Perhaps, most 
important,” Ball said, “is that we 
may have to revise some of our 
own views on how the world can 
best be put together. It’s as Presi- 
dent Johnson said, ‘Peace is the 
assignment of the century!’ " 




